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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


Bedwellty  House, 
TREDEGAR,  Mon. 

1st  June,  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tredegar  Urban  District  Council. 

Mrs.  Powell  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  1952,  which  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular 
42/51  (Wales)  issued  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  of  the  District  : — 

Parish  of  Tredegar  4,360  acres. 

Parish  of  Dukestown  ...  ...  ...  3,788  acres. 


Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate 
Amount  Per  Pound  of  Rates  Levied  for  the  District 
(Year  Ended  31/3/53) 


8,148  acres. 


...  £75,140 
...  £250 

£18  6 


The  population  of  the  district  reached  its  peak  in  the  years  1924-25 
when  the  figure  given  was  26,380.  The  depression  during  the  years  that  fol- 
lowed brought  a gradual  exodus,  especially  of  the  younger  people  to  more 
prosperous  areas,  resulting  in  a steady  decline,  leaving  in  1939  an  estimated 
population  figure  of  20,600.  This  drop  continued  somewhat  during  the  war 
years,  but  an  upward  trend  is  again  noted  for  the  post-war  years  and  the  Reg- 
istrar General’s  estimate  for  1952  is  20,310. 

The  natural  and  social  conditions  of  the  area  fully  described  in  earlier 
reports  altered  little  during  the  year. 

Geographically  situated  at  the  Northern  entrance  or  gateway  of  the 
head  of  the  Sirhowy  Valley  and  lying  on  either  side  of  the  river  Howy  almost 
at  its  source,  the  district  has  an  altitude  of  between  800  feet  above  sea  level 
at  Bedwellty  Pits  Village  on  the  Southern  extremity  to  1,350  feet  at  Trefil 
Quarries  in  the  North. 

Physically,  the  upper  portion  of  the  district  lies  above  the  outcrop  of  the 
South  Wales  Coalfield  upon  the  Farewell  Rock  or  Millstone  Grit  and  Limestone 
Rocks  which  still  continue  to  give  employment  to  a considerable  number  of 
workmen  at  the  Quarries,  feeding  the  limestone  for  use  at  the  Ebbw  Vale  Steel- 
works. The  lower  portion  of  the  district  have  on  either  side  of  the  valley 
mountainous  ridges,  formed  of  Sandstone  overlying  the  coal  measures. 

In  shape,  the  map  of  the  district  resembles  the  form  of  a ‘kite’  being 
over  seven  miles  in  its  length  through  which  the  river  Howy  traverses,  the 
mountain  moorland  in  the  northern  limits  stretching  to  a width  of  about  three 
miles,  tapering  along  the  valley  to  a few  furlongs  in  width  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


BIRTH  RATE. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total • 

(Legitimate) 

170 

142 

312 

(Illegitimate) 

10 

6 

16 

180 

148 

328 

Producing  a birth  rate  of  16.14  per  1,000  population  compared  with 
17,82  for  1951  ; 19.05  for  1950  ; 19.21  for  1949  ; 19.67  for  1948  and  21.35  for 
1947. 

Males.  Females.  Total 

Still  Births  (Legitimate)  II  5 16 

(Illegitimate)  I — I 


12 


17 


Which  gives  a rate  of  0.83  per  1,000  population  as  against  0.49  for 
1951  ; 0.88  for  1950  and  0.29  for  1949. 

The  still-birth  rate  per  1 ,000  total  births  (Live  and  Still)  is  as  follows  : 

1952  49.27 


1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1939 


26.88 

44.33 

15.26 

22.44 

57.69 


DEATH  RATE. 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  as  furnished  by  the 
Registrar  General,  the  number  of  deaths  during  1952  was  : — 

Mo/es.  Females.  Total. 

127  ...  97  ...  224 

Resulting  in  a death  rate  per  1,000  Population  of  11.02.  This  is,  once 
again,  slightly  lower  than  the  rate  of  12.9  for  the  previous  year  and  well  below 
the  figure  of  13.52  recorded  for  1947. 

Comparable  figures  for  earlier  years  were  : — 

1946  ...  11.77  1945  ...  10.74  1944  ...  11.54 

1930  ...  10.37  1914  ...  17.90  1901  ...  19.33 


MATERNAL  DEATH  RATE. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
The  rate  for  1952  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births  is  as  follows  : — 
England  and  Wales  ...  0.72 
Mon.  Administrative  County  0.71 
TREDEGAR  URBAN  DISTRICT  ...  Nil. 
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For  the  earlier  ten  years  the  number  of  maternal  deaths  for  the  district 

were  : — 


1951  .. 

. Nil 

1947  ... 

1 

1943 

..  Nil. 

1950  .. 

. 1 

1946  ... 

Nil. 

1942 

...  Nil. 

1949  .. 

. 1 

1945  ... 

! 

1948  .. 

. Nil. 

1944  ... 

1 

The  rate 

for  England 

and  Wales 

per  million 

women 

aged  15 

years  is  : — 

For  abortion  with  sepsis  ...  5 

From  other  abortions  ...  4 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  : — 

Males  Females.  Total 

Legitimate  10  ...  6 ...  16 

Illegitimate  — ...  — ...  — 

Giving  a rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  of  48.78.  Although  this  rate  for 
the  year  1952  is  somewhat  higher  than  that  for  the  previous  year,  it  is  fairly 
satisfactory,  especially  when  compared  with  the  high  figures  given  in  former 
years. 

A few  comparative  figures  for  past  years  are  given  below  : — 

1951  ...  30.92  1944  ...  58.08  1941  ...  78.88 

1947  ...  47.28  1942  ...  62.03  1924  ...  73.4 

1914  ...  I25.00  and  1904  ...  190.00. 

The  rate  of  legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
was  51.28. 

The  rate  of  illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
was  0.00. 

Statistical  tables,  appertaining  to  your  district  are  appended  to  the 

Report. 


A comparison  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district  with  those  for 
England  and  Wales  also  for  the  County  for  1952  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying 
tabulation  : — 


BIRTH  RATE. 

DEATH  RATE. 

Live  births 
per  1,000 
population. 

Still  births 
per  1,000 
population 

All  ages 
per  1,000 
population. 

Under  1 yr. 
Per  1,000 
live  births. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

15.3 

0.35 

11.3 

27.6 

Monmouthshire 

17.17 

0.468 

11.52 

33.87 

TREDEGAR  U.D.  ... 

16.14 

0.83 

1 1.02 

48.78 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  death  rate  for  the  district  is  below  that  for  the 
Administrative  County  and  the  Country  as  a whole. 

Therefore  taken  as  a whole,  and  having  regard  to  all  the  circum- 
stances of  your  area,  you  will  no  doubt  agree,  the  vital  statistics  bear  favour- 
able comparison  to  those  of  the  remainder  of  the  County  and  also  the  Country, 
and  it  can  be  stated  that  the  “Bill  of  Health”  of  Tredegar  for  1952  was  generally 
good. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Notifications. 

A Table  of  the  case  rates  per  1,000  Home  Population  of  corrected 
notifications  received  during  the  year  1952  for  the  district  and  also  for  England 
and  Wales  with  corresponding  figures  for  1951  for  comparison  is  set  out  below. 

Maybe  there  were  a number  of  “missed”  or  non-notified  cases  of  the 
commoner  infectious  diseases,  even  so,  allowing  for  a reasonable  margin  in 
this  respect,  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  fairly  low.  Reference 
to  Table  II  will  give  further  details  of  age  groups. 


Tredegc 

An 

lr  Urban 
ia. 

Englanc 

Wai 

1 and 
es. 

1952 

1951 

1952 

1951 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

2.80 

— 

0.02 

0.00 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.04 

— 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.19 

0.34 

1.53 

l.ll 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

0.39 

2.61 

3.87 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

0.01 

0.02 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

0.14 

0.14 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

0.34 

2.51 

8.86 

14.07 

Pneumonia  

— 

1.03 

0.72 

0.99 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (in- 

cluding Polio-encephalitis) 

Paralytic  

0.09 

0.04 

0.06 

0.03 

Non-Paralytic 

0.04 

— 

0.03 

0.02 

As  a matter  of  interest,  the  total  deaths  for  1952,  classified  into  age 
groups  were  : — 


Under  1 . 

1-5. 

5-10. 

10-20. 

20-35. 

35-45. 

Males 

10 

1 

— 

— 

5 

7 

Females  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

16 

1 

9 

— 

7 

10 

45-65. 

65-70 

70-80 

80  & over  Total. 

Males 

37 

16 

33 

18 

127 

Female 

33 

6 

28 

19 

97 

70 

22 

61 

37 

224 

, — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  average  age  at  death  for  the  year  : — 

Males  60.65  years  (as  against  62.34  for  1951). 
Females  64.38  years  (as  against  67.19  for  1951 ). 
Males  & Females  62.51  yrs.  (as  against  64.76  for  1951). 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  the  district  at  the  com 
nencement  and  at  the  close  of  1952,  was  a follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Total 

1st  January,  1952 

92 

72 

1 13 

46 

323 

31st  December,  1952 

98 

74 

117 

46 

335 

Statistics  showing  the  number  of  new  cases  and  mortality  during  the 
year,  arranged  in  age  groups,  are  given  in  Table  III  at  the  end  of  the  Report 
For  comparison,  the  figures  for  1952  and  several  previous  years  are  given  below  : 


Year 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’ry 

1952  ... 

20 

5 

8 

2 

1951  ... 

26 

1 1 

9 

2 

1950  ... 

38 

10 

6 

2 

1949  ... 

25 

10 

12 

5 

1948  ... 

33 

4 

13 

2 

1947  ... 

21 

5 

17 

2 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  admission  to  (Form  I)  and  discharge 
from  (Form  2)  Institutions  during  the  year  were  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’ry 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’ry 

Admissions 

10 

4 

15 

3 

Discharges  ... 

16 

4 

15 

3 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis  Regs.  1925)  relating  to  persons  suffering  from  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  Milk  Trade  or  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 

It  was  found  necessary  for  the  Council  to  arrange  for  the  destruction 
of  soiled  bedding. 

In  conclusion,  I again  take  the  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  continued  and  willing  support  of  the  Council  and  the  loyal  service  ren- 
dered the  Department  by  the  Officers  and  all  the  members  of  the  staff  through- 
out the  year. 

I am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

EDWIN  T.  H.  DAVIES, 

M.D.,  M.S.(Lond.),  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 


TABLE  I. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
(Registrar  General’s  Returns) 


1952 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

4 

4 

8 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 



2 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  

5 

2 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

5 

2 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  

— 

6 

6 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms  

II 

7 

18 

Diabetes  

1 

3 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

8 

13 

21 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

18 

7 

25 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

4 

3 

7 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  

16 

19 

35 

Other  circulatory  disease  

9 

6 

15 

Influenza 

1 



1 

Pneumonia  

8 

3 

11 

Bronchitis  

9 

4 

13 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  

5 

— 

5 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations  

— 

3 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  

12 

7 

19 

All  other  accidents  

5 

4 

9 

Suicide  

1 

— 

. 1 

ALL  CAUSES  

127 

97 

224 

POPULATION  

20,310 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1952.  (After  correction  and  other  than  Tuberculosis). 
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Total  at 
all  ages 

. 

r-- 

no 

- 

ui 

1 

no  | 
1 

1 

- 

93 

65  & 
over. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

45-65 

1 

1 

1 

t 

1 

rS 

1 

1 

rs 

35-45 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

in 

1 

I 

20-35 

1 

1 

m 

— 

1 

rs 

1 

1 

T 

15-20 

1 

1 

no 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i/i 

CL 

D 

o 

cn 

si-oi 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

o 

o 

LU 

o 

< 

5-10 

ro 

fS 

1 

1 

1 

r-. 

1 

1 

rs 

LT) 

4 

1 

<N 

1 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

S-  i 

3-4 

1 

no 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

no 

2-3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rs 

1 

1 

rs 

1-2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Under  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

m 

— 

s- 

DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles  

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Malaria  

Enteric  Fever  (incl. 
typhoid  and 
paratyphoid) 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Meningococcal 
infection  

TOTALS  

II 


» 


TABLE  III. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during 
1952  according  to  age  groups. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Groups. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’y 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’y 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

4 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

55 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

65  and 
upwards 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

9 

II 

3 

2 

4 

4 

2 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  — 1952  (Estimated  Population  20,310). 
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All 

Causes 

L . 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

11.02 

England  and  Wales 

160  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns,  including 
London 

160  Smaller  Towns 
(Resident  Population 
25,000-50,000  at 
Census,  1951) 

London  Administrative  County  ... 
TREDEGAR  URBAN  DISTRICT  ... 

REPORT 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Sanitary  inspector’s  Department, 

Bedwellty  House, 

TREDEGAR,  Mon. 

1st  June , 1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tredegar  Urban  District  Council. 

Mrs.  Powell  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1952. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 


The  water  area  of  the  authority  has  been  well  supplied  and  every 
effort  made  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  purity. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  filtered  during  the  year  was  : — 

At  the  Nantybwch  Filtration  Plant  392,687,000  gallons 

At  the  Georgetown  Filtration  Plant 134,098,000  gallons 


Of  this  amount  : — 

132,439,000  gallons  were  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  Bedwellty  U.D.C. 
and  2,697,346  gallons  were  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  Rhymney  U.D.C. 


Approximate  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  : — 


Dwelling  Houses.  Population. 


(a)  Total  in  District  5,394 

(b)  Direct  Service  to  Houses  ...  5,332 

(c)  By  means  of  Standpipes  ...  13 


20,310 

20,070 

52 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Raw 

Treated 

Raw 

Treated 

TREDEGAR  U.D. 

9 

41 

80 

2 

132 

All  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newport. 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL  STATION. 

Latitude 

51°  46’  North. 

Longitude 

3°  22’  West. 

Height  above  m.s.l. 

1028  feet 

Grid  Reference  ... 

31/141087. 

Air  Ministry  Ref.  No.  (M.O.) 

4007  5. 

The  Council  embarked  on  this  scientific  work  in  January,  1949,  and 
observations  were  commenced  in  January,  1950,  The  main  difficulty  was  in 
siting  the  instruments  satisfactorily,  but  in  June, 1951,  an  ideal  site  was  obtained 
in  the  swimming  bath  enclosure  and  the  equipment  was  set  up  here  towards 
the  end  of  1951.  The  station  was  inspected  by  a Meteorological  Officer  of  the 
Air  Ministry  in  the  following  month. 

All  the  instruments  are  of  standard  design  and  carry  certificates  of 
correction  by  the  National  Physical  Laboratory  or  the  Meteorological  Office. 
Observations  of  maximum  and  minimum  temperature,  wet  and  dry  bulb  temp- 
erature, humidity,  vapour  pressure,  dew  point,  grass  minimum  temperature, 
rainfall,  barometric  pressure  and  sunshine  are  taken  daily  throughout  the  year 
at  09.00  hours,  G.M.T. 

All  temperatures,  except  grass  minimum,  are  taken  from  thermo- 
meters exposed  in  Stevenson  Screens  standing  4 feet  above  a grass  plot,  and 
are  expressed  in  degrees  F.  Pressure  readings  are  expressed  in  millibars  and 
the  readings  are  corrected  for  temperature,  height  above  m.s.l.  latitude  and 
Index  Error. 

The  station  barometer  is  a Kew  pattern  and  only  reads  correctly  at 
a temperature  of  285°  A at  52°  N latitude  at  m.s.l.  Any  deviations  from  these 
conditions  must  be  corrected.  Rainfall  is  measured  in  inches  and  collected  in 
a standard  5-inch  raingauge. 

Instruments  in  use  at  present  consist  of  : — 


Maximum  Thermometer,  solid  stem 

No.  M.. 0.  21590. 

Minimum  Thermometer,  solid  stem 

...  No.  MO.  66104/49. 

Wet  Bulb  Thermometer,  Glass  sheathed 

...  No.  M.O.  72135/42. 

Dry  Bulb  Thermometer,  Glass  sheathed 

...  No.M.0.  72634/45. 

Grass  Minimum  Thermometer,  Glass  sheathed 

...  No.  M.O.  30378/49. 

Kew  pattern  Station  Barometer 

...  No..  3412/49. 

M.O.  pattern  Thermograph 

...  No.  M.O.  1384/50. 

M.O.  pattern  Hygrograph 

...  No  M.O.  954/45. 

M.O.  pattern  Open  Scale  Barograph 

...  No.  M.O.  1461/44. 

B.R.O.  pattern  5-inch  Raingauge  ... 

...  No.  M.O.  4679/48. 

M.O.  pattern — taper  meaure 

...  No.  M.O.  9497/47. 

Campbell  Stokes  pattern  Sunshine  Recorder  : 

Bowl 

...  No.  M.O.  367/50. 

Sphere  ... 

...  No.  M.O.  1570/50. 

Thermometers  and  autographic  instruments  housed  in  two  Standard  Stevenson 
Screens. 


CLIMATOLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS— 1952. 
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Open  Air  Swimming  Bath. 

Situated  in  ideal  surroundings  and  within  the  precincts  of  Bedwellty 
Park,  the  open-air  swimming  pool  continued  during  it’s  nineteenth  season 
to  be  a great  attraction  to  the  younger  element  for  healthy  exercise  and  re- 
creation. Regular  samples  of  water  are  taken  to  ensure  a high  standard  of  purity 
being  maintained. 

1950  1951  1952 

Number  of  Bathers  ...  25,615  18,751  33,018 

Number  of  Spectators  ...  3,705  3,344  4,525 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  provided  with  subsidiary  stone- 
ware sewers,  which  are  linked  up  to  the  main  sewers  laid  along  the  river  bed. 
The  Western  Valley’s  (Mon.)  Sewerage  Board  (of  which  the  Council  is  a con- 
stituent authority)  have  control  of  the  trunk  sewers. 

The  cleansing  and  repair  of  choked  or  defective  drainage  systems,  both 
public  and  private  is  pressed  immediately  upon  receipt  of  complaint  or  noted 
during  inspection. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  river  Howy,  with  a small  number  of  tributaries,  traverses  the 
length  of  the  district.  Every  vigilance  is  excercised  to  prevent  the  dumping 
of  refuse  along  its  banks. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  water  carriage  system  is  almost  universal  throughout  the  area. 
An  estimate  of  the  number  of  each  type  of  closet  is  as  follows  : — 

(I)  Number  of  pail  or  privy  closets  (including  several  of  the 
chemical  type)  to  isolated  farms,  cottages  and  other  pre- 


mises where  no  sewer  is  available  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

(2)  Number  of  closets  with  fixed  receptacles 7 

(3)  Number  of  closets  with  moveable  receptacles  5 

(4)  Number  of  closets  with  flushing  apparatus  3676 

(5)  Number  of  closets  (hand  flushed) 2294 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 


This  very  important  brach  of  the  Public  Health  Service  which  is  under 
the  direct  control  of  the  Sanitary  Department  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year. 

The  daily  collection  and  disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse  continued, 
and  while  it  has  to  be  that  such  a regular  and  frequent  service  is  expensive,  it’s 
good  effect  on  the  Public  Health  and  on  the  general  appearance  of  the  town 
cannot  be  over-estimated. 

Even  so,  the  amount  of  indiscriminate  tipping  in  all  parts  of  the  district, 
along  river  banks,  along  back  lanes,  on  unenclosed  land,  and  even  in  back  gardens, 
is  a cause  of  annoyance  to  the  Public  generally  and  throws  an  extra  burden  on 
the  resources  of  the  department  responsible  for  it’s  removal.  There  can  be 
no  excuse  for  such  an  objectionable  practice  in  a district,  the  greater  part  of 
which  enjoys  a daily  collection  of  refuse. 


A very  large  proportion  of  the  householders  of  the  town  are  forced 
to  place  their  bins  and  buckets  outside  their  front  doors  for  collection.  While 
this  in  itself  is  most  unsatisfactory,  the  appearance  of  the  street  is  made  very 
much  worse  by  the  action  of  the  ponies  and  sheep  that  wander  at  will  over  all 
parts  of  the  town,  tipping  up  buckets  and  bins  in  search  of  food.  It  is  not  an 
uncommon  sight  to  see  every  bucket  in  a street  of  fifty  houses  or  more,  com- 
pletely upset  and  their  contents  spread  out  over  the  footpath  and  roadway. 

This  is  becoming  a matter  of  great  concern  as  these  mountain  ponies 
appear  to  be  increasing  in  numbers  and  as  the  numbers  increase  so  will  the 
extent  of  their  perambulations  widen. 

The  collected  refuse  has  been  tipped  at  five  sites  during  the  year  : — 
Brompton,  rear  of  Charles  Street,  Peacehaven,  Royal  Oak, 

Dukestown,  and  at  the  rear  of  Griffiths  Gardens. 

Work  was  completed  at  Peacehaven  and  Dukestown  towards  the  end 
of  June  and  commenced  at  Griffiths  Gardens  in  July.  A modified  form  of  con- 
trolled tipping  has  been  practiced  with  excellent  results  as  all  the  tips  have  been 
completely  free  from  rodents  and  even  during  the  warmer  summer  months, 
no  complaints  have  been  made  of  objectionable  odours  emanating  therefrom. 

Weight  of  refuse  removed  and  deposited  per  vehicle  : — 

Tens.  Cwts. 


LIGHT  DAY  (Wednesday  and  Thursday)  6 19 

HEAVY  DAY  (Monday  and  Friday)  9 8 

Wt.  of  refuse  removed  per  1,000  population  per  wk.  1 1 0 

Wt.  of  refuse  removed  per  1,000  population  per  day  2 0 

Wt.  of  refuse  removed  per  1,000  properties  per  wk.  44  0 

Wt.  of  refuse  removed  per  1,000  properties  per  day  8 0 


DETAILS  OF  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  district  is  divided  into  five  areas  for  refuse  collection  with  a driver 
and  two  loaders  allocated  to  each  vehicle,  a sixth  vehicle  being  held  in  reserve. 


Area. 

Streets. 

Days 

per 

Week 

GEORGETOWN 

Fields  Rd.,  Ashville,  Villas,  Hill  View,  Oakfield  Rd., 
Lower  and  Upper  James  St.,  Walter  St.,  Southend, 
Georgetown  Schools,  Gladstone  Place,  Poplar 
Place,  Rhyd  Villas  & Troedrhiwgwwair 

5 

Kimberley  Tee.,  Richmond  Tee.,  York  Tee.,  Elm- 
wood, Victoria  Tee.  Alexander  Tee.,  Edward  Tee., 
Police  Station,  Prospect  Place,  Bowens  Tee.,  Park 
Place,  Glyn  Tee.,  Woodfield  Rd.,  Whitworth  Tee. 
St.  James  Hospital,  Rhyd  Tee.,  and  Arthur  St.  ... 

6 

Bedwellty  Pits,  Heathfield  and  Pochin 

3 

Days 

Area . 

Streets. 

per 

Week 

Red  and  White  Depot  

2 

Total  number  of  premises,  Georgetown  Area 

1170 

CENTRAL 

Duke  St.,  Iron  Row,  Iron  St.,  Bridge  St.,  Vale  Tee., 
Pochin  Crescent,  Brompton  Place,  Cottage  Homes 
Market  St.,  Castle  St.,  The  Circle,  Morgan  St.,  Park 
Hill,  Park  Row,  Harcourt  Tee.,  Islwyn  Tee. 

6 

Morgan  Tee.,  Inkerman  Tee.,  Parkviile,  Upper  & 
Lower  Salisbury  St.,  Park  View,  Pencoed,  Cefn 
Rhos,  Cwm  Rhos,  Upper  and  Lower  Coronation 
St.,  Shop  Row  and  Vale  View 

5 

Cefn  Golau,  Aberffrwyd,  Tredegar  Station 

3 

Total  number  of  premises,  Central  Area  ... 

1050 

WEST  AREA  : 

Queen  Sq . , Red  Lion  Sq.,  Commercial  St.,  Mount 
St.,  Picton  St.,  High  St.,  Earl  St.,  Bourneville, 
West  Hill,  Glandovey  Tee.,  George  St.,  Union  St. 

6 

Tanybank,  Griffiths  Gardens  and  Square,  North 
Ave.,  Bevans  Ave.,  Pembroke  St.,  Brynbach  St., 
Greenwood  Ave.,  Isolation  Hosp.,  The  Crescent, 
Fairview  Bung.,  Maple  Ave.,  Laburnum  Ave, 
Sycamore  Ave.  ... 

5 

Total  number  of  Premises,  West  Area  ... 

1150 

SIRHOWY  and 
DUKESTOWN  : 

Alexandra  Place,  Railway  View,  Nursery  Tee., 
Charles  St.,  Anold  Place,  Dukestown  Rd.,  Butleigh 
Tee.,  Scwrfa,  Dukestown,  Twyn  Star 

6 

Tafarnaubach,  Tynewydd,  Lwynhelyg,  Penybont, 
Station  Tee.,  Pantydwr,  Bush  Bach,  Station  Rd., 
White  Lion  Cottages,  Minyrafon,  Rear  Ashvale, 
Waendeg  

5 

T refil  Quarries,  Trefil  Village 

4 

Awelfa 

3 

Coach  Bach 

2 

Total  number  of  Premises,  Sirhowy  and 
Dukestown  Area  

1060 

BEAUFORT 
ROAD  AREA  : 

Beaufort  Rd.,  Rhoslan,  Brynbicca,  Ladies  Row, 
King  St.,  Tredegar  Tee.,  Howy  Tee.,  Harford  Tee., 
Mafeking  Tee.,  part  Kimberley  Tee.,  Pretoria  Tee., 
Ladysmith  Tee.,  Buller  Tee.,  Colenzo  Tee.,  Roberts 
Tee.,  Greenfield  Tee.,  Bethel  Ave.,  Post  Office, 
Workmans  Hall,  George  St.,  Pond  Row,  Temple 
St.,  Church  Sq.,  Polar  PI.,  St.  Georges  Place 

6 

Peacehaven,  rear  Morgan  St.,  Vaughans  Yard,  Car- 
penters Yard,  Four  Rows 

5 

Gel  1 i Cottages  

4 

Upper  and  Lower  Mount  Pleasant,  Penmark 

2 

Total  Number  of  Premises,  Beaufort  Road 
Area  

1030 

Salvage. 

Owing  to  a collapse  in  the  demand  for  waste  paper,  no  systematic 
salvage  collection  has  been  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  prices  offered  for  mixed  waste  paper  at  present  do  not  make 
it’s  collection  and  baling  economically  worthwhile.  The  margin  of  profit  re- 
maining after  deducting  costs  of  collection  (petrol,  wages,  etc),  baling  (wages, 
rent  of  shed  and  cost  of  baling  wire)  and  transport  (wages  and  petrol)  is  neg- 
ligible. 

The  total  salvage  collected  amounted  to  25  tons  I I cwts  of  mixed 
waste  paper  realising  £292.  In  addition  188  dozen  bottles  were  sold  for 
£3  18s.  4d. 

Street  Cleansing. 

The  district  is  divided  into  nine  sweeping  beats,  one  man  being  re- 
sponsible for  each  beat.  Rarely  however,  is  it  possible  to  man  each  beat  due 
to  either  sickness  or  accidental  injury.  In  the  circumstances  the  work  was 
efficiently  carried  out. 

In  the  past  each  sweeper  has  been  provided  with  a wheelbarrow  in 
which  to  carry  the  brushed  up  sweepings.  These  I found  to  be  most  unsightly 
and  unsatisfactory,  especially  on  windy  days  when  their  contents  were  blown 
out  almost  as  soon  as  they  were  filled. 

A start  was  therefore  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  replace  them 
with  light  alloy  street  orderlies.  These  consist  of  two  square  bins  with  hinged 
tops  mounted  on  a light  alloy  carriage  and  fitted  with  pneumatic  tyred  wheels 

They  have  a pleasing  appearance  and  are  hygienic  in  use,  particularly 
in  the  shopping  centre.  It  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  have  all  the 
barrows  replaced  with  these  vehicles. 

The  gully  emptier  has  proved  to  be  invaluable  and  during  the  year 
it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  a regular  cleansing  of  the  street  gullies  in  the 
area.  On  many  occasions  during  hot,  dry  periods,  the  sprinkler  aparatus 


was  used  with  very  satisfactory  results,  especially  in  the  shopping  centre  in 
helping  to  keep  down  dust. 

Snow  Clearing. 

Wintry  weather  conditions  made  an  early  appearance  this  year  and 
all  vehicles  under  the  control  of  this  Department  were  made  available  on  a 
number  of  occasions  to  the  Surveyor  for  the  purpose  of  snow  clearance. 

As  a result  of  this  close  co-operation  between  the  two  departments 
all  main  roads  through  Tredegar  were  kept  clear  for  traffic  during  the  severest 
snow  storms. 

Public  Conveniences. 


These  are  situated  as  follows  : — 


Male  Conveniences  : 

Waterclosets. 

Urinals. 

The  Crown,  Nantybwch  ... 

...  Nil. 

1 

Beaufort  Road,  Sirhowy  ... 

...  Nil. 

1 

Church  Street  

1 

1 

Commercial  Street 

...  3 

1 

Park  Row  

...  2 

1 

Vale  Terrace  

...  Nil. 

1 

Bethel  Avenue  

...  Nil. 

1 

Morgan  Street  

Female  Conveniences  : 

...  4 

1 

Morgan  Street  

...  3 

Castle  Street  

...  2 

Park  Row  

...  2 

For  the  first  few  months  of  the  year,  two  attendants  were  respon- 
sible for  the  male  conveniences  but  this  was  altered  and  since  March,  one 
attendant  has  had  complete  charge  which  has  resulted  in  better  supervision. 
One  female  attendant  has  been  responsible  for  the  ladies  conveniences.  All 
conveniences  were  renovated  in  the  Spring,  but  it  is  not  pleasing  to  say  that 
within  a few  days  the  walls  of  those  of  both  sexes  were  covered  with  the  usual 
obscene  drawings  and  inane  sexual  rhymes  and  remarks.  Every  effort  is  made 
to  remove  these  as  they  appear  but  the  persistence  of  these  peculiar  people 
is  of  a very  high  order  and  demands  great  tenacity  on  the  part  of  the  attendants 
who  endeavour  to  maintain  the  conveniences  in  a state  fit  for  decent  citizens 
to  use. 

Roads  and  Highways. 

Of  the  total  of  approximately  41  miles  of  roads  in  the  district,  13.204 
miles  are  classified  as  under  : — 

(a)  TRUNK  ROAD  A.465  : 

Merthyr — Abergavenny  Road.  From  Waenpound  to 

the  boundary  of  Rhymney  U.D.  at  Princetown  2.50  miles. 

(b)  CLASS  I ROAD  A.4048. 

From  Sirhowy  Bridge  to  Pochin  (Northern  boundary 

of  Bedwellty  U.D....  ...  ...  ...  4.01 


(c)  CLASS  II  ROAD  B.4256. 

From  Queen  Victoria  Street  to  the  Rhymney  U.D. 

boundary  at  Heath  Cock  1.39  miles. 

( d ) CLASS  III  ROADS. 

From  A.465  near  Crown  Inn,  Nantybwch  to  Quarry- 

men’s  Arms,  Trefil  1.85  miles. 

From  A.465  near  Railway  Hotel  to  Station  Road  near 

Crown  Inn,  Nantybwch  1.21  miles. 

From  A. 4048  at  Morgan  Street  via  Shop  Row  to  Ebbw 

Vale  U.D.  Boundary  near  Mountain  Air  Gate  l.ll  miles. 

From  B.4256  near  Cefn  Golau  Cemetery  to  U.D. 

Boundary  south  of  Mountain  Ash  Inn  ...  ...  1.13  miles. 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

Preliminary  Notices  Served  210 

Preliminary  Notices  Abated  42 

Statutory  Notices  Served  63 

Statutory  Notices  Abated  33 

TABLE  I. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Nature  of  Visits  : Visits. 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Animals  10 

Bakehouses 7 

Dangerous  Buildings  4 

Dirty  Houses  51 

Drainage  81 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Flooded  premises  ...  ..  2 

General  Defects  ..  382 

Hospitals  2 

Hotels  and  Licenced  Premises  22 

Council  Housing  Investigations  30 

Interviews  ...  42 

Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  fire  ...  . ...  16 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  12 

Mortuary  2 

Offensive  Smells  2 

Offices  ..  • 2 

Passages  

Public  Conveniences  51 

Rats  and  Mice  29 

Refuse  Collection 17 

Refuse  Disposal  151 

Salvage  28 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  92 

Shops  Act,  1950  H7 

Stables  and  Piggeries  12 

Street  Cleansing  260 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Public  Entertainment 9 

Verminous  Premises  25 

Water  Supply  75 


1,574 


24 


TABLE  II. 

GENERAL  HOUSE  DEFECTS. 


cts  and  Nuisances  : 

Remedied . 

Defective  Chimneys  

2 

Defective  Roofs  

14 

Defective  or  no  Spouting 

9 

Dampness  ... 

6 

Defective  Doors  and  Furnishings 

2 

Defective  Ceiling  Plaster 

7 

Defective  Wall  Plaster  

3 

Defective  Firegrates  and  Ovens  ... 

6 

Defective  Brickwork  

2 

Dilapidated  Window  Frames 

3 

Defective  Floors  

4 

Dirty  Dwellings  

3 

Defective  Staircases  

2 

Defective  Hot  Water  Systems  ... 

1 

64 

TABLE  III. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


Defects  and  Nuisances  : Remedied . 

Obstructed  Drains  and  Sewers 69 

Defective  or  Insufficient  Drainage  40 

Defective  Water  Closet  Roofs 4 

Defective  Water  Closet  Doors  and  Furnishings  ...  3 

Defective  Flushing  Cisterns  5 

Broken  Pans  and  Joints  7 

Burst  Water  Service  Pipes  2 

Dilapidated  Water  Closet  Compartments  3 

New  Water  Closet  Compartments  Constructed  ...  2 


135 


TABLE  IV. 

GENERAL  NUISANCES. 

Defects  and  Nuisances  : Remedied + 

Accumulations  8 


8 
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Rodent  Control. 

This  vital  and  important  work  comprises  the  twice  yearly  treatment 
of  the  Council’s  sewer  system,  the  treatment  of  domestic  and  business  pre- 
mises and  periodical  surveys  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  infestation. 

The  work  is  performed  by  one  Rodent  Operator  who  is  given  the 
assistance  of  one  labourer  while  treating  the  sewer  manholes. 

All  the  rodent  control  work  is  closely  supervised  by  the  District  Sani- 
tary Inspectors  to  ensure  that  the  work  is  efficiently  executed. 

The  ever  ready  co-operation  of  the  infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  appreciated  and  the  regular  visits  of  Mr.  F.  C. 
Hall,  the  Divisional  Inspector  has  been  of  great  value  to  the  officers  of  this  de- 
partment. 

The  poisons  used  during  the  year  were  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic  and 
Warfarin,  the  latter  being  used  as  a master  mix  and  showing  excellent  results 
for  the  treatment  of  rat  and  mice  infestations. 


Verminous  Infestation. 

A large  number  of  complaints  of  verminous  infestation  was  received 
during  the  year.  These  were  dealt  with  promptly  by  treating  the  premises 
concerned  with  D.D.T.  preparations  and  Gammexane. 

A close  watch  has  been  kept  during  all  treatments  with  D.D.T.  and  it’s 
various  preparations  and  it  has  been  unmistakeably  observed  that  while  the 
initial  efficacy  of  the  D.D.T.  cannot  be  disputed,  strains  of  the  vermin  against 
which  treatment  has  been  directed  do  appear  some  weeks  later  which  are 
difficult  to  eradicate. 

This  has  been  particularly  noticeable  with  cockroaches  (Blatta  orien- 
talis).  After  treatment  there  has  been  a marked  reduction  in  the  numbers  of 
cockroaches  present,  but  after  a time  interval  of  approximately  one  month,  the 
insects  re-appear  rather  larger  in  size  and  appear  to  be  immune  to  D.D.T. 

The  practice  is  now  to  carry  out  a first  treatment  with  D.D.T.  which 
is  followed  up  after  an  interval  of  two  weeks  by  treatment  with  Gammexane. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

All  other 
including 
business 
premises 

Total 

Total  number  of  pro- 
perties in  Local  Auth- 
ority’s District 

25 

5394 

Nil. 

541 

5960 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  : 

(a)  By  notification 

1 

67 

Nil. 

36 

104 

b ) Survey  or 
otherwise  ... 

24 

198 

Nil. 

286 

508 

Number  of 
perties  in- 
fested by  rats 

Major 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Minor 

14 

52 

Nil. 

41 

107 

Number  of  Properties 
seriously  infested 
by  mice 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  ... 

14 

52 

Nil. 

41 

107 

No.  of  Notices  served  : 
Section  4 ... 
Treatment  : 

Structural  Works  ... 
(Proofing) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Legal  Proceedings  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Test  baiting  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  in  May  and  November  with 


the  following  results  : — 

Manholes  Baited  : Complete  Takes  : Part  Takes  : No  Takes  : 

1252  ...  381  ...  260  ...  611 

Number  of  Visits  to  Premises  : — 

By  Sanitary  Inspector 29 

By  Rodent  Operator  612 

Total  641 
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HOUSING. 

As  in  most  districts,  housing  in  Tredegar  is  still  the  biggest  and  pro- 
bably the  most  important  problem  facing  the  Authority.  Despite  the  efforts 
of  the  Departments  concerned  and  the  zeal  of  the  Council,  a very  large  number 
of  families  still  live  in  distressing  circumstances,  whether  in  grossly  overcrowded 
conditions  with  in-laws,  in  rooms  or  in  worn  out  and  dilapidated  houses. 

As  applications  on  the  grounds  of  overcrowding  are  taken  off  the 
Register,  the  Council  will  no  doubt  turn  it’s  attention  to  these  worn  out  pro- 
perties some  of  which  have  stood  for  well  over  100  years  and  which  have  re- 
ceived little  if  any  repairs  or  attention  from  the  landlords  since  the  day  they 
were  first  erected.  In  the  meantime  our  duty  is  to  ameliorate  the  living  con- 
ditions of  the  occupants  by  having  essential  repairs  carried  out  at  the  expense 
of  the  landlords. 

This  is  done  either  by  friendly  persuasion  which  in  a very  large  number 
of  cases  is  successful  or  by  means  of  Statutory  Action  which  in  a smaller  number 
of  cases  end  up  at  the  Police  Court. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  Council  has  realised  the  necessity  of 
removing  the  occupants  from  the  very  worst  properties.  Four  dwellings  were 
represented  (Sec.  II  Housing  Act,  1936)  during  the  year,  four  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  and  two  dwellings  have  been  demolished  during  the  year. 

This  is  a very  modest  commencement  to  a programme  which  we  hope 
will  grow  in  the  near  future.  By  this  means  the  most  dilapidated  properties 
can  be  picked  out  and  the  occupants  housed  in  conditions  which  only  a short 
time  before,  they  had  given  up  all  hopes  of  enjoying. 


Inspection  of  Council  Houses. 

Regular  inspection  of  all  houses  owned  by  the  local  authority  is 
limited  by  the  inspectorial  staff  available,  but  selected  areas  are  chosen  from 
time  to  time  and  every  house  visited  and  inspected.  As  in  ail  Council  Estates, 
there  are  a small  number  of  problem  tenants,  but  these  form  only  a tiny  per- 
centage of  the  whole.  From  our  observations  these  people  are  all  of  one  type 
and  the  dirty  and  badly  kept  conditions  of  their  homes  are  due  to  laziness  rather 
than  ignorance  and  lack  of  “know  how.”  This  makes  the  task  of  bringing 
about  an  improvement  very  difficult,  as  appeals  to  a lazy  person  fall  on  un- 
willing ears.  They  have  no  desire  to  improve  the  comfort  and  appearance  of 
their  homes  but  are  perfectly  happy  in  their  filth  and  squalor.  Repeated  visits 
at  very  short  intervals  are  however  worthwhile,  the  tenants  making  some  effort 
even  if  only  to  keep  the  Sanitary  Inspector  away  from  the  door. 

Various  items  of  disrepair  that  are  made  known  to  this  office  are  re- 
ported to  the  Housing  Department  immediately  and  l am  able  to  confirm  that 
all  these  complaints  are  attended  by  your  Housing  and  Estates  Manager  without 
delay. 

Our  relations  with  the  Housing  and  Estates  Manager’s  Department, 
have  as  usual  been  most  happy  and  cordial.  All  investigations  required  of  the 
Housing  Department  have  been  carried  out  by  my  staff  and  although  this  arrange- 
ment adds  to  our  commitments,  every  effort  is  made  to  meet  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Housing  Manager,  who  in  his  turn  is  ever  ready  to  help  us  when- 
ever his  aid  is  required. 
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Housing 

inspection  or  Dwelling  Houses. 

1.  (o)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  309 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  543 

2.  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included  under  sub-head  I above) 

inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  23 
( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  29 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  4 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  181 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  26 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  by  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  effects  to  be  remedied  63 

(2)  Number  of  dweldling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  33 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  I I and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  2 

( d ) Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tene- 
ment or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil. 

Number  of  new  cases  of  Overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  8 
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Housing  Progress. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District 5394 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Local 
Authority  : — 

Pre-War  487 

Post-War  495 

Total  982 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at 

the  end  of  the  year  1644 


Houses  Erected  During  the  Year. 

Temporary — Prefabricated. 

By  Local  Authority  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  Nil. 


Permanent. 

58 

4 


Houses  in  Course  of  Erection  at  End  of  Year. 

By  Local  Authority  Nil.  ...  74 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  Nil.  ...  I 


Housing  Repairs — Police  Court  Proceedings. 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93. 


Case  No. 

Nature  of  Nuisance. 

Result. 

1 

General  Defects 

Order  to  abate  nuisance 
within  56  days  and  Costs. 

2 

General  Defects 

Order  to  abate  nuisance 
within  28  days  and  Costs. 

3 

General  Defects 

Order  to  abate  nuisance 
within  14  days  and  Costs. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year  considerable  attention  was  devoted  to  the  inspection 
of  food  premises  and  as  a result  many  improvements  were  affected.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note  the  desire  of  both  public  and  food  trader  for  a higher  standard 
of  food  hygiene,  but  this  standard  can  only  be  achieved  and  maintained  by  regular 
inspection  and  the  development  of  food  hygiene  education  by  the  inspectorial 
staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 

But  again  I must  stress  the  importance  of  clean  food  handling  and  the 
increased  necessity  of  observing  that  golden  rule  which  the  majority  of  us  were 
taught  as  infants  “Always  wash  your  hands  after  using  the  toilet.”  More  food 
infections  result  from  ignoring  this  rule  than  from  any  other  single  cause. 

Traders  should  realise  that  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  or  food 
infection,  however  small  is  a bad  advertisement  for  the  town  and  an  unpleasant 
reflection  on  themselves.  One  dirty  food  handler  can  be  the  direct  cause  of 
a great  deal  of  serious  illness  and  distress. 

Further  greater  protection  of  food  exposed  for  sale  is  required  and 
this  applies  to  all  premises  where  food  is  sold.  Cooked  or  partially  cooked 
foods  should  be  kept  in  the  refrigerator  and  cakes,  pastries,  etc.,  displayed 
under  cover.  Transparent  plastic  covers  are  cheap  and  at  a very  small  financial 
outlay  will  enable  patrons  to  take  away  food  that  is  free  from  contamination. 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises. 


Premises.  Number  of  Visits. 

Butchers  41 

Confectioners,  grocers,  greengrocers 86 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers  7 

Food  preparers  4 

Fried  fish  shops  3 

ke-Cream  Premises  38 

Markets  51 

Stalls  153 

Cafes  13 

Slaughterhouses  283 

Unsound  food  67 

Licenced  Premises 22 


Total 


• •• 


768 


) 
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Defects  Remedied 

Baker's 
and  Food 
Prep'rs 

Cafes 

Ice- 

cream 

Prem'ses 

Grocers 

and 

G’gr'crs 

Wet  and 
F'd  Fish 
shops 

Butch'rs 

Dirty  Conditions 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Defective  structure 
and  furnishings 

1 

2 

2 

Cleansing  & decoration 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

Washing  facilities  and 
hot  water  supply 

4 

1 

2 

Defective  sanitary 
accommodation  and 
drainage 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Sterilisation  of  equipment 
and  utensils  

1 

Insufficient  food  storage 
and  fly  proofing 

1 

j 1 

Total  number  of  defects  remedied  . ..  42. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

Para-Typhoid. 

The  outbreak  in  Tredegar  coincided  with  similar  outbreaks  in  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  causing  consternation  and  alarm  by  the  rapidity 
and  extent  ot  its  spread. 

Conferences  convened  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Dr.  G.  Rocyn  Jones,  were  held  on  a number  of  occasions  with  a view  to  deciding 
on  a common  plan  of  investigation  and  to  enable  all  information  gained  to  be 
correlated.  These  conferences  proved  to  be  of  very  great  value. 

The  Tredegar  outbreak  reached  its  peak  the  week  ending  13th  Sept- 
ember, but  prior  to  this  the  suspected  source  had  been  limited  to  a bakery 
and  colliery  canteen  where  specimens  of  faeces  and  blood  obtained  from  em- 
ployees proved  positive.  The  isolation  of  the  carriers  in  accordance  with  the 
Public  Health  (Infectious  Disease)  Regulations,  1927,  proved  to  be  immediately 
effective. 


In  some  cases  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  sus- 
pected carriers  to  provide  faecal  and  blood  samples  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination and  indeed  when  they  were  eventually  proved  to  be  positive  carriers 
of  the  disease  they  behaved  in  a very  resentful  and  unco-operative  manner, 
giving  little  thought  to  the  hardship  and  distress  of  those  who  had  contracted 
the  disease. 
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The  very  least  one  ought  to  be  able  to  expect  in  the  event  of  such  an 
emergency  is  full  co-operation  and  help,  from  those  who,  perhaps  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  are  suspected  of  being  responsible  or  partly  responsible  for 
the  spread  of  any  disease. 

At  this  point  I would  mention  the  great  importance  of  personal  hygiene 
in  all  establishments  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 
Every  facility  should  be  available  to  permit  members  of  the  staff  to  maintain 
a high  standard  of  personal  hygiene. 

An  adequate  supply  of  hot  or  near  boiling  water  is  a primary  essential 
for  both  personal  ablutions  and  the  satisfactory  cleansing  of  utensils. 


FOOD  POISONING— PARATYPHOID  B : Vi  — PHAGE,  TYPE  : I. 


Week  Ending 

No.  of 
Faecal  speci- 
mens sub- 
mitted 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Blood 

specimens 

sub- 

mitted 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Admitted 

to 

hospital 

23.8.52 

10 

2 

2 

30.8.52 

3 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6.9.52 

12 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

13.9.52(g)  *... 

57 

44 

29 

1 

— 

1 

40 

20.9.52 (b)  *... 

18 

6 

4 

1 

1 

— 

5 

27.9.52 

24 

1 

II 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.10.52 

II 

1 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11.10.52  ... 

7 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

18.10.52  ... 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25.10.52 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1. 11.52 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.1 1.52(c)  * 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15.11.52  ... 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22.11.52 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29.11.52 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.12.52 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13.12.52 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

154 

59 

95 

2 

1 

1 

55 

* (a)  During  this  week  faecal  specimens  obtained  from  a suspected  baker, 

his  vanman  and  an  assistant  at  a colliery  canteen  proved  to  be  positive 
and  the  “carriers”  were  suitably  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the 
Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1927. 

* (fc>)  During  this  week  two  waitresses  from  separate  cafes  were  found  to  be 

positive  and  treated  as  above. 

* (c)  During  this  week  one  waitress  from  another  cafe  was  found  to  have  a 

positive  blood  (not  having  any  service  in  H.M.  Forces  and  no  previous 
inoculations)  and  was  treated  by  her  own  Doctor  after  voluntary 
isolation. 


PARATYPHOID— EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD  HANDLERS. 


BLOC 

PD  SPECIMEl 

NS. 

FAEC 

:al  specime 

NS. 

No.  Exam’d 

Positive 

Negative 

No.  Exam’d. 

Positive 

Negative 

97 

25 

72 

30 

3 

21 

REMARKS  : 

Of  the  25  Positive  Bloods  5 were  isolated  in  accordance  with  the  Public 
Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulation. 

Two  of  the  positive  Faeces  are  included  in  the  above  and  the  remaining 
one  was  isolated  at  home  under  the  supervision  of  her  own  Doctor. 

The  remaining  Positive  Bloods  were  from  ex-servicemen  who  had 
previously  received  T.A.B.  inoculations  and  whose  faecal  specimens  proved 
negative. 

All  Positive  “carriers”  were  either  isolated  in  accordance  with  regu- 
lations or  voluntarily  were  subjected  to  “repeat”  samples  and  were  not  allowed 
to  return  to  their  employment  until  at  least  three  consecutive  negative  faecal 
specimens  had  been  obtained. 

In  all  such  cases  there  was  close  liaison  with  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  Medical  Advisor  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  and  the  County 
Laboratory  Officers,  and  I should  also  like  to  add  my  sincere  appreciation  to 
the  Matrons  and  Nursing  Staffs  of  the  various  Isolation  Hospitals  who  so  effic- 
iently assisted  the  authority  during  this  emergency. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter- 
house, Salisbury  Street.  The  site  is  extremely  bad,  the  approaches  being  off 
the  main  street  near  the  Town  centre  and  bordered  by  narrow  approaches 
on  it’s  north  and  west  elevations. 

In  view  of  the  intentions  of  the  Ministry  to  carry  out  extensive  alter- 
ations to  the  slaughterhouse  in  1953,  it  is  to  be  deprecated  that  the  present 
policy  of  centralisation  of  slaughtering  could  not  be  further  extended  and  suit- 
able abattoirs  sited  in  more  favourable  situations. 

Ante-mortem  inspection  of  animals  is  carried  out,  as  far  as  is  practic- 
able at  the  slaughterhouse  and  Post-Mortem  inspection  of  all  animals  is  ensured 
by  constant  attendance  during  the  slaughtering  period. 

This  has  meant  long  hours  and  frequent  week-end  duties,  but  it  is  the 
only  satisfactory  method  of  maintaining  and  efficiently  executing  the  duties  of 
meat  inspection. 

The  relations  between  the  Ministry  of  Food  personnel  at  the  slaughter- 
house have  been  most  cordial  and  one  must  appreciate  the  efficiency  of  the 
Slaughterhouse  Manager  in  this  respect,  in  endeavouring  at  all  times  to  maintain 
a high  standard  of  cleanliness  under  adverse  conditions. 

The  transport  of  meat  leaves  quite  a lot  to  be  desired  and  I am  strongly 
of  the  opinion  that  before  the  employment  of  contractors  for  meat  haulage, 
the  Sanitary  Department  should  be  consulted  regarding  the  suitability  of  all 
vehicles  for  this  purpose  and  that  no  contractor  should  be  allowed  to  operate 
until  such  vehicles  are  of  suitable  construction,  capable  of  being  readily  cleansed, 
with  adequate  protection  from  contamination  and  sufficiently  ventilated. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

1868 

475 

599 

15356 

1287 

Number  Inspected 

1868 

475 

599 

15356 

1287 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 
Whole  carcases 
condemned  : 

1 

1 

1 

43 

3 

Carcases  of  which 
part  or  organ  was 
Condemned 

1045 

258 

92 

654 

34 

Percentage  of  number 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis 

55.35 

54.52 

15.52 

7.81 

3.42 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

6 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Carcases  of  which 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

243 

17 

Nil. 

Nil. 

33 

Percentage  of 
number  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

13.32 

4.00 

Nil. 

Nil. 

3.05 

Number  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouse  ...  283 


CONDEMNATION  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

4 

2 

26 

Meat  

1 

3 

— 

3 

Offal  

4 

2 

2 

23 

Total  

7 

10 

1 

24 

NON-TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

18 

3 

25 

Meat  

4 

— 

8 

Offal  

16 

3 

3 

19 

Total  

17 

6 

3 

24 

Total  Amount — Tuberculosis  and 

Non-tuberculosis  

24 

17 

1 

20 

OTHER  FOODS  : 

Biscuits  

1 

3 

2 

Butter  

8 

Cheese  

4 

Ham 

12 

Kippers  ... 

1 

Sausages  

2 

3 

Sweets  

2 

22 

Tongue 

6 

Corned  Beef  and  Mutton 

1 

1 

2 

Total  

4 

3 

3 

Tins  : 2059  ; Jars  : 98  ; Cakes  : 6 ; Packets  : 1024  ; Pork  Pies  : 4. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  supply  is  imported,  all  consisting  of  bottled  desig- 
nated milk  from  Pasteurisation  plants  at  Merthyr,  Cardiff  and  Trecynon. 

There  is  one  Pasteurisation  plant  at  Tredegar  of  the  Holder  type. 
This  plant  receives  periodic  inspection  and  samples  are  taken  regularly. 

DETAILS  OF  MILK  SAMPLING . 

Grade.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Total. 

Pasteurised 31  ...  2 ...  33 

T.T.  Pasteurised  ...16  ...  2 ...  18 

Totals  47  ...  4 ...  51 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Number  of  Licences  issued  : 

Dealers  Licence  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  9 

Dealers  Licence  to  retail  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  10 

Licenced  Pasteurisation  Plants  ...  I 

Number  of  Dairymen  registered  16 

ICE-CREAM  ( HEAT  TREATMENT,  etc.)  REGULATIONS. 

1947  to  1952. 


REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES. 
Manufacturers  (Cold  Mix  only)  

5 

Retailers 
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Grade. 

ICE-CREAM  SAMPLING. 
Number. 

Percentage 

1 

9 

33.33 

2 

8 

29.62 

3 

5 

18.51 

4 

5 

18.51 

The  bulk  of  the  ice-cream  consumed  in  the  area  is  prepacked  and  im- 
ported from  the  larger  distributor  manufacturers.  One  manufacturer  of  cold 
mix  surrendered  his  registration  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  Act  Section  59  (2). 

The  Provision  of  Suitable  means  of  Ingress  and 
Egress  in  certain  Public  and  other  Buildings. 

Inspections  of  all  the  buildings  used  for  Public  Entertainment  (except 
cinemas)  were  made  in  company  with  a representative  of  the  Fire  Prevention 
Department  of  the  County  Council.  Certain  works  were  ordered  to  be  carried 
out  to  allow  quick  egress  in  case  of  fire. 

Notices  Served.  Complied  with.  Not  complied  with. 

3 ...  2 ...  I 


37 


Factories  Act,  1937.  Section  34  (I). 

Provision  of  Suitable  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

A number  of  factories  were  inspected  in  company  with  Mr.  Lamb 
of  the  County  Fire  Prevention  Department  and  all  inspected  were  found  sat- 
isfactory. 

One  “Certificate  of  adequate  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire”  was 

issued. 

INSPECTION  OF  SHOPS. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

Number  of  visits  ...  117. 

Defects  : Remedied. 

Inadequate  washing  facilities  I 

Inadequate  sanitary  accommodation  ...  I 
Inadequate  temperature  ...  ...  3 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories 

24 

Nil. 

Nil. 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector. 

Number  of 

Prosecutions 

Instituted. 

Nuisances  under 
Public  Health 
Act 

Defective  walls 
and  ceilings 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Dirty  Equipment 

1 

I 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

2 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Factories  Act  : 

Redecoration  of 
walls  & ceilings 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Number  of  Factories  on  Register  ...  75 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  24 
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FACTORIES. 


Classification  of  Trades. 

Mech.  Power. 

Non-Mech.  Power 

Total 

Abrasives  

1 



1 

Bakers  

9 

— 

9 

Blacksmiths  

— 

1 

1 

Boot  & Shoe  Repairers 

14 

1 

15 

Brickyards  

1 

— 

1 

Builders  Contractors  ... 

5 

3 

8 

Carpenters 

1 

— 

1 

Clothing  Manufacturers 

2 

— 

2 

Council  Repair  Depot.  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Coach  Builders 

1 

— 

1 

Crown  Corks 

1 

— 

1 

Dental  Mechanics 

2 

— 

2 

Garages  ... 

II 

1 

12 

Gas  Works  

1 

— 

1 

Jewelry  Manufacturers 

— 

1 

1 

Laundries  

3 

— 

3 

Monumental  Masonry  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Motor  Spares  

1 

— 

1 

Pasteurisation  Plants 

1 

— 

1 

Photographers  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Potato  Cleaning  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Printers 

1 

1 

2 

Radio  & Television  Eng’rs 

3 

— 

3 

Steel  Processing  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Watch  & Clock  Repairers 

— 

1 

1 

Water  Filtration  Plants  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

63 

12 

75 

STAFF* 


The  Late  Mr.  C.  G.  Watkins. 

On  the  3rd  of  January,  after  a somewhat  short  illness,  the  news  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  C.  G.  Watkins  reached  this  office. 

Mr.  Watkins  was  appointed  Second  Sanitary  Inspector  in  1923  and 
served  as  such  under  the  late  Mr.  Llewellyn  Howells  until  the  latter’s  retire- 
ment in  1930.  He  was  then  promoted  to  the  post  of  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
which  he  held  until  his  untimely  death. 

Mr.  Watkins  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  his  colleagues  in  Bedwelity 
House  as  well  as  by  his  own  staff.  He  was  not  a garrulous  person  but  one  of 
quiet  nature  and  great  modesty. 

His  passing  was  a great  shock  to  his  colleagues  and  a great  loss  to  the 

Council. 

The  author  was  appointed  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  on  16th  April, 
1952,  and  Mr.  K.  O.  Batten  was  appointed  Second  Sanitary  Inspector  on  1 0th 
June,  1952. 

Mr.  Batten,  who  is  a native  of  Tredegar,  held  a similar  appointment 
with  the  Bridlington  Borough  Council  and  has  enjoyed  very  wide  experience. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Turner,  on  qualifying,  was  designated  Temporary  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  by  the  Council  on  30th  September,  1952. 

I have  to  thank  my  two  colleagues,  Mr.  Batten  and  Mr.  Turner,  for 
their  help  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  and  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
they  have  performed  their  duties  during  the  past  year.  The  town  has  bene- 
fited by  these  two  appointments  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  see  fit 
to  retain  the  services  of  a third  Sanitary  Inspector  who  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
D.  J.  Turner  is  a highly  intelligent  and  invaluable  officer. 

Miss  Edwina  Wright  has  taken  on  herself  a great  deal  of  extra  clerical 
work  to  which  she  applies  herself  silently  and  efficiently  without  complaint 
or  grumble.  I am  indebted  to  her  for  her  discretion  and  loyalty. 

Mr.  Crad  Brace,  my  indefatigable  foreman,  deserves  praise  for  his 
zeal  and  untiring  energy.  His  common  sense  and  initiative  render  his  services 
to  the  department  beyond  praise. 

To  the  outside  staff,  I am  again  particularly  grateful.  The  year  has 
been  characterised  by  a complete  absence  of  labour  disputes,  the  few  minor 
difficulties  being  dealt  with  satisfactorily  over  my  office  desk.  Each  member 
of  the  staff  has  worked  well  and  I am  indeed  grateful  to  them. 

Lastly,  I am  indebted  for  the  help  which  I receive  from  other  depart- 
ments (Housing,  Surveyors,  Treasurer’s,  Clerk’s  and  Rating  and  Valuation) 
so  often  during  the  year.  This  family  spirit  which  characterises  Bedwelity  House 
is  of  inestimable  value  and  does  so  much  to  improve  the  services  undertaken 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

To  the  Council,  I tender  my  thanks  for  the  understanding  and  consider- 
ation each  member  has  shown  me  during  the  year  under  review.  They  have 
never  failed  to  support  any  measure  introduced  by  this  Department  once  it 
has  been  made  clear  to  them  that  it  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  people  of  Tredegar 
and  I feel  no  praise  can  be  greater  than  this. 

Yours  obediently, 

O.  GRIFFITHS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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